
Ferret with Foreign Body in Oesophagus

‘Jasmine’ a 3 year-old female ferret was brought to Chine House having been coughing and not
eating as well for about 3 weeks. A physical examination revealed her to be lively and inquisitive
with no obvious reason for her symptoms.

An x-ray of her chest showed that there was possibly
something in or around the oesophagus

To make the picture more clear Jasmine was fed a
barium meal (white on x-ray) which confirmed the
presence of a foreign body within the oesophagus.
Barium was still able to travel to the stomach which
suggested the foreign body was not entirely solid….

.. it was necessary to give Jasmine a general anaesthetic in
order that a small endoscope could be passed into the
oesophagus via the mouth. The foreign body was
subsequently located and retrieved from the oesophagus
without the need to resort to surgery (a much riskier
alternative).

After her general anaesthetic Jasmine was able to recover in a quiet,
comfortable enclosure where she quickly regained her appetite.
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