Bumblefoot in a Saker Falcon

‘Freddie’ a male Saker Falcon was presented witlollsw,
painful feet. His owner exercised Freddy daily bitihg him fly
freely over farmland where he was used to scareopg and
crows from farmers’ crops. He was trained to cormaekbto a
‘lure’ which his owner would swing in the air. Fisd would
often catch the lure with enthusiasm and as a trésulsed his
feet which then became infected.

Freddy was anaesthetised and his feet x-ra
which showed the infection did not involv
bone. The infected and diseased tissues (sh
opposite) in his feet were surgically removed.

.... and the remaining healthy tissue was stitchegtteer to
promote healing...

....Following surgery special foot bandages were gdawhich
enabled the falcon to stand normally without pugfttpressure
on the stitched wounds.




Stitches were removed in stages between 2-3 wdtks a
surgery and the bandages removed after 4 weeks.

At this time the feet were completely healed aneldEy
was able to resume normal exercise. In order tugmte
recurrence of bumblefoot his owner used a softer dund

tried to prevent him striking too hard.
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